
Fifth week of Easter, RCL Yr.B
May 5/6, 2012
The Rev. Anne West 
Saint Barnabas/Christ Church

She touched his face gently and asked him, “how come your skin is so much darker than
mine?”  He gently replied, “God loves a wondrous variety!”

This is a line from an old Robinhood movie I remember seeing years ago.  I don’t
remember who starred in the movie but this exchange, this one line from the script I have
never forgotten.

In the Book of the Acts of the Apostles we are told that it is the Spirit that moves Philip
to catch
up with the chariot of a wealthy Ethiopian.  It is the Spirit that moves Philip to guide the
Ethiopian eunuch to understand the scriptures and witness to his faith. It is that same
Spirit that captures the heart and mind of the Ethiopian who desires to be baptized and
then goes on his way rejoicing.

The Easter readings from the Book of Acts share stories of revolutionary changes in the
ways a growing crowd of first century Jews view and live into their covenant with God.
This new way of life is based on their relationship with Jesus of Nazareth, whom they
choose to believe is the Messiah.  
The Ethiopian in this morning’s story is cast as a convert of Judaism because we are told
he is on his way home from worshipping in the temple. The author of Acts is explicit in
the way he presents this character. This man is utterly foreign, completely alien.  He is
the ultimate outsider from every possible perspective - different from practically every
viewpoint imaginable.  He is a dark skinned Ethiopian eunuch outcast on so many levels.
Yet we also hear from the author of Acts that he is wealthy enough to ride in a chariot,
educated enough to read Greek, devout enough to study the Book of Isaiah and humble
enough to admit he does not understand what he is reading and needs help. 

Philip would not have naturally been drawn to him, in fact, it is more likely that Philip
had been taught to stay away from such people.  Yet the Spirit pushed him, urged him on,
encouraged him to step toward and not away from this man who seemed so foreign and
different.  

The Ethiopian was hospitable enough to welcome him in. Philip was faithful enough to
recognize God’s leading him even when God was leading him to an unfamiliar place.

And now this man is one of us.  The outsider is now an insider, the stranger and the alien
is now
Friend, brother in Christ, baptized into the same faith, born again with water and the
spirit.  He travels on from this encounter rejoicing!



As we approach the General Convention of the Episcopal Church this July in
Indianapolis, it is worth noting that this story comes from the 8th chapter of the Book of
Acts, and the decision to accept gentile converts to the faith does not occur until the 10th
chapter, and then only after a fierce, divided, often hate filled church fight that threatened
to divide the young fragile church.  

As a witness of hope for the Church in our generation, it is worth noting that the first
gentile convert to Christianity mentioned in scripture is a black African nobleman
eunuch. His conversion and baptism happened long before there was a consensus in the
church as to the appropriateness of such an action.  Philip, moved and led by the spirit,
acted ahead of the church.  
 
The Church would come to know what Philip already knew in his heart, “God loves a
wondrous variety.” and that love has no limits.  Here this as  Good News. 


