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Today is the Feast of Christ the King.  It is the last Sunday of Pentecost, the last Sunday and,
Indeed, the culmination of the Church Year.  It is a day of remembering – remembering that at
the end of this year, as with the end of the age, Christ our King rules victorious over all creation.

Through his life, and death and resurrection Jesus has begun the process of drawing all of
creation back into the heart of God from where we have come – drawing each of us into the
fullness of God’s Kingdom.   

The image of kings and of kingdoms is not really a familiar one for us – so foreign to our
experience.  When pressed for a modern day example we would all be able to identify one
Queen, Queen Elizabeth, who is certainly the best-known monarch in the world.  And in spite of
the fact that her role is more ceremonial than administrative, she still has a very impressing title:
Elizabeth, by the grace of God, Queen of the Realm and all other of her Realms and
Territories, Head of the Commonwealth, Defender of the Faith - an impressive title by any
standard.  

I suppose if pressed further to come up with a king our minds might easily go to “The King,” the
late Elvis Presley, clearly a different kind of royalty.  His royalties, in fact, make him wealthier
today than when he was alive. That too is impressive by any standard. 

The title “king” suggests to us, someone at the top, someone over and above us, someone with
vast holdings and possessions, someone uncommon, beyond extraordinary.   The great irony of
the feast that we celebrate this day is that the Jesus of the gospels is none of these things, he
bears no resemblance to the image of a king that we have in our minds.  In John’s gospel, we are
told from the beginning that Jesus comes among us to announce that the kingdom of God has
come near, yet Jesus, also from the beginning, turns our concept of kingship on its head.(We are
going to need to get comfortable looking at things from this perspective!)  The world’s
kingdoms, Jesus tells us, are about power and prestige, God’s kingdom is about service and
humility.  The world’s kingdoms are often about coercion and violence, his kingdom is a about
peace and reconciliation. Worldly kings surround themselves with adoring attendants, Jesus
surrounds himself with the poor, the lonely, the sick and those in need.

In the gospel for this feast day Jesus reigns not from a throne but from Pilate’s headquarters  He
is adorned not with royal robes but a crown of thorns, he rules not with power and might but with
weakness and humility. He is surrounded not by adoring attendants, but by those who wish to
persecute him.  Even on the cross Jesus continues to be associated with the lost and the despised.
“Jesus remember me when you come into your kingdom.” These are the words of the repentant
thief who recognizes not only the kingship if Jesus, but somehow also knows that the cross is not
the end of the story.  He somehow knows that Jesus has yet to come into the fullness of his
kingdom.  “Jesus remember me when you come into your kingdom.”  



Remembering is a critical theme in Jewish, Old Testament, thought.  When the Israelites were
slaves in Egypt, the book of Exodus tells us that God “remembered” his covenant with Israel and
freed them from their bondage.  David says, “One who rules over people justly, ruling in the fear
of God, is like the LIGHT of morning, like the sun rising on a cloudless morning. This kind of
remembering, is not the opposite of forgetting – God did not forget Israel or David.  God’s
covenant is everlasting. Thus God re-members Israel, he gathers, he restores, he reclaims them
for his own. God re-members David and calls him to leadership worthy of a king.  

Thus the thief on the cross pleads to be “re-membered” literally brought back into the fold of
God, forgiven, restored, freed.  He wants to be part of Christ’s Kingdom, the bringing together
all that is lost, and divided and broken. And Jesus promises that it will be so – “today, you will
be with me in paradise.”   

The feast that we celebrate this day is the newest feast in the Christian calendar.  It was originally
a Roman Catholic feast that gained wide popularity in the Anglican Church as well.  It was
created in 1925 by Pope Pius XI as a response to the devastation of World War I.  Europe was
still reeling from a war more terrible than anything ever imagined.  His motivation was to remind
the church and the world that as long as the people of the world refused to submit to the precepts
of Christ the King of kings, there would be little prospect for peace among the nations.   

His critique of the world could well have been written in 2012 as well.  It seems as if the idea of
a peaceful world lives only in the imagination of God,  For there has never been a time when we
have all lived together in peace.  Never.  Not a single age that has successfully restrained the
beasts of war, and to the contrary, many have loosed them with great enthusiasm.  We have come
to measure the greatness of a nation almost exclusively in terms of its capacity to wage and win
war.  We have almost always thought that it is better to be ruthless than appear to be weak.  We
have far too often wrapped our aggression in a veil of justice that is simply a thin disguise for our
own self-interests.  Any student of history has reason to have a grim outlook.  The story of
humanity is not a pretty one.  The Feast of Christ the King is as much a judgment of our sinful
shortcomings, as it is a hopeful reminder that we are called to make God’s vision of a peaceable
Kingdom, our own vision for a world ruled only by the standard of love.  A world marked by
justice, compassion and reconciliation. 

As we come to the close of this Church year, and come nearer to the close of the age, we are
reminded of how far we have missed the mark, we are reminded how disjointed, disconnected,
and dismembered we really are, and we are reminded how desperately we need a Savior King, a
king who invites us to share his vision of a reconciled world and who promises to bring you and
I and all of creation together under his most gracious rule, for in him all things are possible.
Jesus, re-member [us] when you come into your kingdom.  

AMEN 

Inspiration drawn from the Rev. Barbara Crafton’s daily reflections and others.


