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Upcoming Events 
3/31/19  Fifth Sunday Breakfast at 8:30 a.m. at Christ Church 
3/31/19  Holy Eucharist at 10:00 a.m. at Christ Church 
3/31/19  Holy Eucharist at 5:30 p.m. at St. Barnabas  
4/2/19    The Way of Love in Lent at Christ Church 
                     5:30 Soup dinner          6:00 p.m.  Lenten study 
4/8/19    Vestry Meeting at 6 :00 pm at St. Barnabas 
(Monday) 
_____________________________________________________________________________
_ 

Backpack Blessings Schedule      
 Pack after church on March 31 
 Driver to deliver bags April 4 – Dick Clovis 
 Shop for food on April 4 – Beth Sickles 
_____________________________________________________________________________
_ 

                  The Way of Love in Lent   
                                 If you have not been attending the Tuesday 
evening soup suppers and Lenten study, it’s not too late to 
start. This “week examines one of the Ways of Love.  
_____________________________________________________________________________
_ 

       Schedule for Easter Food Baskets    
March 31: Sign-up – Please chose food items and quantity of 

each you wish to contribute to the food baskets on the 
     sign-up sheet that will be at both churches. Nonperishable 

items may be brought beginning this Sunday, March 31st. 
March 31- April 14: Presentation of food for blessing – Bring 

donated items on Sunday mornings to be blessed during the 
Offertory.   

April 14 – Pack the baskets – Everyone can help pack the food 
baskets following the services at Christ Episcopal Church 
and St. Barnabas Chapel.   

     ****Surplus food will be donated to the local food pantry. 
__________________________________________________________________________ 

History Channel Series – Jesus: His Life 
     The television History Channel began a four-week series on 
March 25 entitled Jesus: His Life.  Check your service provider 
for time, but for some the time is 8:00 p.m.  Our Presiding 
Bishop Michael Curry is one of the religious figures providing 
context and commentary in the series. 

Serving Ministries 
March 31, 2019 

                            4th Sunday in Lent 
  8:30 a.m.  Fifth Sunday Breakfast 
  9:30 a.m.  Choir warmup 
10:00 a.m.  Holy Eucharist Rite II at Christ 
Church         
       Lector:  Chuck Critchfield 
       Ushers:  Jody Morse and Ben Hardesty 
       Acolyte:  Nate Critchfield 
       Altar Guild: Marilyn Blake and Kitty Clovis 
11:00 a.m. Pack Backpacks 
11:00 a.m. Coffee hour in the parlor               
        Coffee hour host: OPEN 
11:30 a.m. Choir rehearsal 
  5:30 p.m. Holy Eucharist Rite II at St. Barnabas  
         Lector:  Ron LaNeve 
         Ushers:  Joe Martin 
         Altar Guild:  Kipp Martin 
 

April 7, 2019 
                            5th Sunday in Lent 
  9:30 a.m.  Choir warmup 
10:00 a.m.  Holy Eucharist Rite II at Christ 
Church         
       Lector:  Jody Morse 
       Ushers:  Ben Barksdale and Dee Trimbach 
       Acolyte:  Nate Critchfield 
Altar Guild: Kitty Clovis, Jody Morse, Vicky Ashby 
11:00 a.m. Pack Backpacks 
11:00 a.m. Coffee hour in the parlor               
        Coffee hour host: Charisse 
11:30 a.m. Choir rehearsal 
  5:30 p.m. Holy Eucharist Rite II at St. Barnabas  
         Lector:  Nancy Cotten 
         Ushers:  Joe Martin 
         Altar Guild: Nancy Cotten 
____________________________________________________________ 
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March 31, 2019 – Lent 4 (C) 
Life Transformed: The Way of Love in Lent - Bless  
 

Drawing on the ancient practice of setting aside Lent as a period of study and preparation for 
living as a Christian disciple, we are pleased to present weekly teachings from Life Transformed:  
The Way of Love in Lent.          Learn more at episcopalchurch.org/life-transformed. 
 
READ Ezekiel 36:24-28 
 
In the passage from Ezekiel, we see that God blesses the 
Israelites through the act of sprinkling them with clean water. 
This reading reminds us that we, too, are blessed by God 
through the waters of baptism. Some congregations practice 
asperging (the sprinkling of holy water on the people) in the 
Easter Vigil after the renewal of baptismal promises.  
 
As noted, a major element in the ancient rite was turning from 
sin and renouncing the things that draw us from the love of 
God. We are called to renounce the idols we worship in place 
of God. Now, from our modern viewpoint, we might not think 
we worship idols; however, idols are not simply images of other 
gods. Rather, an idol is anything to which we assign ultimate 
value in our lives – those things we spend our time, talent, and 
treasure serving other than God. Our job, power, money, 
reputation, certain relationships, or anything that pulls on our heart more than God – these are 
idols.  
 
While idols seem momentarily satisfying, they eventually harm our relationship with God and limit 
our capacity or willingness to live for others. Often, we cling to idols out of an attitude of scarcity; 
we desire what we think we do not have. When our hearts are focused on an idol, they are bound 
up and clenched shut like a heart of stone. Only when we turn to God will our hearts be opened so 
that we can, in turn, open our hearts in blessing to others. When we realize that there is enough of 
God’s love for us, we no longer cling to the idols of old that can never give us that sense of 
abundance. Once we are secure in that abundance, we will leap to bless others with our stories, our 
money, our time, and our hearts. 
 
REFLECT: Blessing is necessarily relational, an affirmation of our belovedness as fellow children 
of God.     Take  a few minutes to consider what you have spent the most time, money, or worry 
on in the last week.    What amount of attention or time do they take relative to resources spent in 
direct relationship with God?     Did these things keep you from blessing others? Or are they a 
blessing? 

 
 
 
 
 


