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What a strange and scary lesson this passage from Numbers is today.  The people
were freed from 400 years of slavery and the minute they stepped into freedom they
started grumbling. They grumbled about everything. They didn’t have water so
God struck a rock and brought them water. They didn’t have food and God sent
them manna from heaven (a special kind of food). Today is when the grumbling will
end.  They speak to Moses and say “why did you bring us out of Egypt to die in the
wilderness and Oh by the way we hate this miserable food you gave us.

Then the Lord sent poisonous snakes among the people so that many Israelites died.

Oh isn’t this the way life seems to cycle for all of us who yearn to walk by faith.  We
want to tell God that we want God to direct our life and show us the way but at what
feels like the very first wrong turn we quickly start telling God we know better what
should happen.  Thanks God ! for opening up this new door, this new path, this new
profession, this new challenge, this new opportunity but…….I really just wanted to
move into a bigger house in the same neighborhood.

Now I have never felt the sting of a poisonous snake but I have felt the sting of my
own self righteousness.  I know better than God what should be happening in my
life, “ and this isn’t it,” the Israelites proclaim. 

They/I succumb to my own self-pity and before you know it I am not dead but I
might as well be.  I can’t seem to find motivation, joy, hope, and desire to do
anything…because it is not what I want.  Life comes to screeching halt and I just
can’t seem to move.

As I was reading some commentaries this week in preparation for the sermon I
came across some words from a wise preacher who said, Every church I have every
been called to serve has a “Let’s go back to Egypt” committee.  A force that
constantly revokes change and consistently forgets what was really back in Egypt
and only seems to remember that there was water and food (not much, but some).
Even those of us who genuinely want to walk by faith, trust in God and seek God’s
direction lose sight sometimes.

So how do you (I) go forward out of this stalemate with God?  How did the people of
Israel move on.  They went to Moses and said, “Moses, we have sinned against God.
We have not trusted that God will give us everything we need for this new journey.”
Please pray to God and tell God we are sorry for our wrongdoing. We will recommit
ourselves to this wilderness journey with the promise that God wants us to be in a
land filled with milk and honey. A land that shall be ours.



There is no question that sacrifice was involved in leaving Egypt.  There is no
question that putting all your trust and faith in God requires something
extraordinary from each of us.

I know that many of you have given up something for Lent and that you are
working really hard to live up to that discipline of going without soda, chocolate,
beer or talking badly about other people.  Your Lenten discipline has a purpose. You
will see the fruits of your sacrifice.  

Remember you took on this discipline to accomplish something. Hopefully your
giving up something that you enjoy will give you a true sense of what it feels like to
do with out ….like the Israelites had to make sacrifice (had to do without) to leave
their home in Egypt to find a better way of life.  

I hope your sacrifice also reminds you of the greatest sacrifice we have known in our
faith.  John’s gospel sums it up this way…God so loved the world that he gave his
only son so that everyone who believes in him should not perish but have eternal
life.

God’s love is truly amazing.  It beckons us at every turn. It seeks us out of every
trial and tribulation, it hovers close at every moment of suffering and sacrifice, it
offers to us the life, death and resurrection of Jesus as a reminder that suffering
never gets the last word. God’s love will always speak louder. Pray that we are all
listening.

Amen


